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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, June is Alz-
heimer’s Awareness Month. Alz-

heimer’s is a progressive disease that
leads to memory loss and other chal-
lenges in brain and physical function.
Ultimately, it is fatal.

More than 5 million Americans are
living with Alzheimer’s, including over
220,000 residents of Illinois. Every 66
seconds, another American is diag-
nosed with this disease, and the rate of
new cases are increasing. It has become
our Nation’s sixth leading cause of
death.

Last year, Congress and the White
House worked in a bipartisan manner
to enact the 21st Century Cures Act.
The legislation transforms our health
research system to speed up the fight
against Alzheimer’s and other diseases,
but that is just the start. Let’s keep
working together to end this dev-
astating disease.

———

DISMANTLING THE CONSUMER
FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as a member of the Financial
Services Committee in strong opposi-
tion to the Financial CHOICE Act, or,
more appropriately titled, the ‘“Wrong”’
CHOICE Act.

The proponents of this bill claim it is
about regulatory relief for our Nation’s
community banks, but it is not. This
bill guts the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau, an organization that
was developed to protect consumers
from unfair, deceptive, abusive prac-
tices.

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today be-
cause the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau has done amazing things.
This bill would dismantle it, dismantle
a Bureau that just in 6 years has recov-
ered almost $12 billion for over 29 mil-
lion Americans.

Mr. Speaker, this is the wrong
choice. This bill returns the American
economy to the deregulatory state that
led us to the great financial crisis and
the deepest recession since the Great
Depression.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no’ on this bill, because the fun-
damental question is, it does not pro-
vide choice or hope or opportunity for
investors or for entrepreneurs.
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IN MEMORY OF STAFF SERGEANT
ROBERT DALE VAN FOSSEN

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in memory of Staff Sergeant
Robert Dale Van Fossen of the Army
National Guard and celebrate his re-
turn home after more than half a cen-
tury.

In November 1952, Staff Sergeant Van
Fossen boarded an aircraft and took off
from McChord Air Base in Tacoma,
Washington, to Elmendorf Air Force
Base in Alaska. In midflight, the plane
disappeared in bad weather near Mid-
dleton Island in the Gulf of Alaska. Al-
though some wreckage was found, no
remains were recovered, and the De-
partment of Defense notified the vic-
tims’ families that they would have no
remains to bury.

Van Fossen’s parents held a memo-
rial service for their son in Greenbrier
at the Macedonia Baptist Church.
Though all hope seemed lost, the Van
Fossen family kept trying to solve the
mystery.

For many years, they made efforts to
learn about the crash. His sister Wilma
Jean shared stories about it with her
son Kevin Caid, and Kevin Caid began
to seek as much information as he
could regarding his late uncle.

In June 2012, on a training mission, a
Black Hawk Army National Guard unit
discovered the wreckage only 12 miles
away from the original crash site of
the C-124. After closer inspection of the
spot, it was determined it was indeed
the missing plane from 1952.

Finally, in March 2016, Staff Ser-
geant Robert Dale Van Fossen’s re-
mains were confirmed found in Alaska.
Along with the news of his remains
being found, the family was informed
that he would be returning home.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to say that
Staff Sergeant Robert Dale Van Fossen
finally returned home last month and
is now at last buried next to his sister
Wilma Jean Caid at the Cleburne Coun-
ty Memorial Gardens.

———

PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great disgust that I rise in
condemnation of President Trump’s
withdrawal of the United States from
the Paris climate accord.

Despite his promise to make America
great again, the President’s pullout
from this agreement does exactly the
opposite. It puts America behind 194
other countries that have placed truth
and reality over ignorance.

Climate change is real and it is man-
made. It is a threat that must be ad-
dressed, and it is extremely frustrating
that this administration has chosen to
withdraw from the global fight against

June 8, 2017

global warming. This pullout sends a
message that the United States is no
longer interested in leading the efforts
to stop global warming, and it is a self-
inflicted wound and undercuts trust in
American leadership.

Withdrawal from the Paris Agree-
ment will not save the coal industry, it
won’t make America great again, and
it is another impulsive and destructive
decision by this administration that
hurts our future.

———

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY AND
DODD-FRANK

(Mr. TROTT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, during my
first term in Congress, I had the oppor-
tunity to join Habitat for Humanity on
one of their builds back in Oakland
County, Michigan. It was a lot of fun
and time well spent.

Earlier this year, I met with Habitat
and heard about their struggle to pro-
vide affordable homes under the regu-
lations imposed by Dodd-Frank. Habi-
tat for Humanity relies on the gen-
erosity of so many: not just volunteers
who build the home or donate to their
cause, but those who provide profes-
sional services free of charge.

Of course a home needs to be ap-
praised before a loan is approved, and
many times professional appraisers
volunteer their services. Under Dodd-
Frank, however, that is not allowed.
Dodd-Frank mandates that appraisers
receive customary and reasonable com-
pensation for their services. This
means Habitat can no longer accept do-
nated services. In fact, Habitat told me
that the complex Dodd-Frank rules
have tripled the cost of loans.

That is why I introduced the HOME
Act; and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the act, as it is part of the
CHOICE Act we are considering later
today. Let’s make sure Habitat can
continue its important mission.

——————

PULLING OUT OF THE PARIS
AGREEMENT

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my deep disappointment that
President Trump intends to pull the
United States out of the historic Paris
climate agreement. This agreement is
a powerful symbol of America’s
strength and global leadership. It
promised a bright future for our Nation
and the world powered by clean energy.

America was poised to lead that
clean energy revolution. Instead, the
world is now making plans to move
ahead without us. Jobs will be created
without us. New industries will be born
and new innovative technologies manu-
factured without us. If we stick with
this President’s decision, America will
be on the outside looking in.

I want to make one thing perfectly
clear. I am still in, and so are more
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than 1,000 of America’s most forward-
thinking cities, States, universities,
and businesses, including the cities of
Albany, Schenectady, and Saratoga
Springs, Union and Skidmore Colleges,
and SUNY Albany. So are millions of
our fellow Americans and communities
in every single congressional district
across our great Nation. Together, we
will embrace the climate economy,
even if our President does not.
President Trump’s decision is a scar
on America’s image, but the American
people will continue to demand leader-
ship on reducing carbon pollution. Our
children and our grandchildren are
counting on us. Let’s not fail them.

———

COMMUNITY BANKS AND DODD-
FRANK

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, since the
enactment of Dodd-Frank in 2010, a
total of 357 financial institutions have
been forced out of business. Four com-
munity banks in Alabama are on that
list. That amounts to nearly $7.5 bil-
lion less in Alabama’s economy that
could be lent to small businesses and
farmers. In all, nearly 20 percent of
Alabama’s community banks have ei-
ther closed or been forced to merge
under Dodd-Frank.

Why is this happening? Because
homegrown banks can’t keep up with
the crazy compliance costs that Dodd-
Frank mandates. Here is an example:

One credit union in Alabama’s
Wiregrass region, their compliance de-
partment size has tripled. They esti-
mate that these new costs have limited
their growth by as much as $60 million.
That is not right. Hometown lenders in
Alabama didn’t cause the financial cri-
sis of 2009, but now they and their cus-
tomers are paying the price.

There is no question we need strong
laws to govern our financial markets,
but Dodd-Frank is not the answer. We
now have a chance to fix this broken
law, untangle this regulatory web, and
unleash the capital investment that is
so crucial to economic growth.

I urge my colleagues to support the
CHOICE Act.

WITHDRAWING FROM THE PARIS
CLIMATE ACCORD

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because the safety and future of
the American people is in jeopardy.

Last week, the President made the
irresponsible decision to withdraw the
United States from the Paris climate
accord. Military and national security
leaders have asserted the need to ad-
dress climate change as an imminent
global threat. Removal from the Paris
accord abdicates America’s global lead-
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ership and increases the likelihood of
climate disasters.

However, where our President has
failed, State and local leaders are step-
ping up and leading. For example, last
week, California’s Governor, Jerry
Brown, brokered an agreement with
China on reducing emissions. On the
campaign trail, the President had a lot
to say about China taking American
jobs, but when he had the chance to
pave the way to create American job
growth, he failed.

We must combat climate change and
continue to deploy clean energy
sources across the Nation that benefit
our national security and create jobs.

——————

NATIONAL HEMP HISTORY WEEK

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, this week
is National Hemp History Week.

Industrial hemp is a crop that can be
used to produce more than 25,000 prod-
ucts, from textiles and fabrics to com-
posites, auto parts, or even food. Hemp
is such an industrial crop that, during
World War II, the USDA produced a
film encouraging farmers to grow hemp
to support the war effort because tex-
tiles and fibers were in such short sup-
ply.

George Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son, James Madison, and James Mon-
roe all grew hemp. Today, however, in-
dustrial hemp is largely illegal for
widespread production because the
Controlled Substances Act does not
make the distinction between hemp
and marijuana.

Both are varieties of the cannabis
plant, but that is where the similar-
ities end. Unlike marijuana, hemp is
high in fiber that makes it so useful
and only has miniscule amounts of
PSC.

In 2004, Congress began to recognize
the differences when it passed the 2014
farm bill, which included language to
allow industrial hemp pilot programs.
Today, more than 30 States have en-
acted laws to legalize industrial hemp
for research or commercial purposes.

I was proud to lead the effort to cre-
ate a hemp program in Kentucky that
has been highly successful, with nearly
250 permitted growers and small busi-
nesses today. Now we need to take the
next step in bringing hemp into the
mainstream as a crop.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to advance legislation to make in-
dustrial hemp a legal crop for the farm-
ers of Kentucky and across the United
States of America.

———
0 1215
PROTECT AND EXPAND
MONUMENT DESIGNATIONS

(Mr. O’'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, today
marks the 111th anniversary of the An-
tiquities Act. Over more than a cen-
tury, Presidents of both parties have
preserved and opened to the public over
157 monuments, like the Grand Canyon
by President Theodore Roosevelt, or
Zion in Utah by President William
Howard Taft, or the Pacific National
Monument in Hawaii by President
George W. Bush. It is also connected to
our economy and jobs, with 7 million
jobs in the United States connected to
outdoor recreation in our national
monuments.

While this administration is review-
ing certain monuments, we need to
protect the ones that we already have,
like Organ Mountains National Monu-
ment in New Mexico, or Bears Ears Na-
tional Monument in Utah.

We also need to think about expand-
ing national monuments where we have
heritage that we want to preserve, like
Castner Range, that preserves 10,000
years of human history and civilization
in El Paso, Texas, where the United
States and Mexico meet.

Mr. Speaker, let’s work together to
strengthen the Antiquities Act and not
diminish its protections.

————

FREE SPEECH

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, people who are the loudest in
proclaiming their tolerance are often
the most intolerant people of all.

This has been proven in spades this
year at the most liberal leftwing col-
lege campuses all over this country.
Almost all colleges and universities
now have programs or offices sup-
posedly promoting diversity. However,
this diversity apparently does not
apply to conservatives.

Probably the least diverse groups in
this Nation today are the faculties of
our universities. And while almost ev-
eryone in higher education will say
they are for freedom of speech, con-
servative students know they can ex-
press their views only at the risk of
lower grades.

In addition, almost no leading con-
servatives are invited to be college
commencements speakers. This year,
we have even seen very hateful dem-
onstrations and some violence at uni-
versities when conservative speakers
have been invited to speak at these
supposed bastions of free speech. Some
of the young student haters conducting
their far-left demonstrations would
have fit right in during the book-burn-
ing, anti-free speech days in Nazi Ger-
many.

———

FOOD POLICY IS FOREIGN POLICY

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, for years, I
have said: Food policy is foreign pol-
icy.
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